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Boards showed a tendency to confine themselves to village
works. They thus became a hindrance rather than a help to
the revival of the village Council which they were supposed
to encourage, on which they were in theory built, and to
which the Maharaja had given so much attention. The
whole question recently came under examination, and the
Maharaja has now sanctioned a scheme which is designed
to foster these village Councils, and includes machinery
for training them in an art almost forgotten.

Of all the administrative measures in this very fruitful
reign nothing, perhaps, has given less satisfaction than
this matter of local self-government, not because it gave
too much but because it did not give enough. The whole
of India is seething with political excitement. With
pathetic obstinacy it clings to the democratic illusion as
the great solvent of political diseases, and Swaraj must run,
it is claimed, through the whole body politic from the
Government of India to the humblest local body. The
Maharaja is content to work slowly. He is not averse to
the grant of local self-government, and has said so not
once but many times. His reply to an addtess of the
Baroda Municipality is typical:

CI cannot help saying to you that my own ideal, and that of
my Government, is not to keep the ruled entirely aloof from the
ruler, and from the work of administration. That Government
which joins hands, and takes the help of the people, and answers
their wishes and wants sympathetically and liberally, is in my
opinion the best Government. If I am spared long, and if the
administration is supported in all its liberal measures by the
people, I shall endeavour to advance this reform until the moral
and material conditions of the people have been so developed
that they will be able to take a substantial and intelligent
interest in the affairs of Government.' *

These general sentiments do not satisfy.   The cry is

1 Speeches and Addresses, vol. ii, p. 345.
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